CHRONOLOGY OF THE HOLOCAUST AGAINST ROMA AND SINTI
FROM 1933
Sinti and Roma are gradually
excluded from public life and
are deprived of their civil rights.

15th September 1935
Sinti and Roma are gradually
excluded from public life and
are deprived of their civil rights.

November 1936
Establishment of the “Research Centre for
Racial Hygiene” under the leadership of
Dr. Robert Ritter in the Reich Ministry of the
Interior. The centre produced about 24,000
“race reports” by the end of 1944.

June 1938
Hundreds of Sinti and Roma are deported
to the concentration camps of Dachau,
Buchenwald, Mauthausen and
Sachsenhausen.

8th December 1938
Himmler's “Basic Decree”: this is to “begin
settlement of the gypsy question with
regards to the existence of the race”.
The “Reich Security Main Office”
ascertains “gypsy” affiliation on the basis
of Ritter's “race Reports”.

8th December 1938
In Germany orders for the special marking
of Sinti and Roma are issued and special
“race identity papers” are given out.
After the beginning of the war Sinti and
Roma had to wear armbands with the letter
“Z” in the occupied territories.

21st September 1939
Conference of the departmental heads of
the Security Police and the leaders of special
action groups under the chairmanship of
Heydrich on the preparation of the
deportation of the “remaining 30,000 gypsies
” from the Reich territory to Poland.

16th October 1939
The Security Service “SD Danube” informs
SS-Oberführer Nebe that “three or four
wagons of gypsies can be joined onto the
first Jewish transport” leaving Vienna
on 20th October 1939.

17th October 1939

Himmler's “Confinement Decree”.
The 21 “gypsy offices” from Königsberg,
Prague, Vienna and Munich to Hamburg,
under the Reich Security Main Office,
must erect assembly camps similar to
concentration camps in preparation for the
deportations to occupied Poland.

30th January 1940
Heydrich holds a conference with SS-leaders
on the deportation of “all Jews of the
Ostgaue and 30,000 gypsies from the
Reich territory and the Ostmark as the
last mass movement into the General
Government".

27th April 1940
Himmler's order for the first deportations of
whole families. The deportation trains with
2,800 German Sinti and Roma into the General
Government leave in May from Hamburg,
Cologne and Hohenasperg near Stuttgart.

1940
In Lackenbach concentration camp south of
Vienna, murdered Roma and Sinti are buried
in mass graves on the Jewish cemetery;
the others are deported to the Lodz ghetto.

From summer 1941
Roma and Sinti are systematically shot
behind the eastern front by so-called
Einsatzgruppen as well as units of the
Wehrmacht and the Ordnungspolizei.
SS-Einsatzgruppen leader Otto Ohlendorf
states in the Nuremberg war crimes trial:
“There was no difference between the
gypsies and the Jews, the same order applied
for both”.

10th October 1941
Conference on the “solution of the Jewish
question” and the “gypsies to be evacuated”
of the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia
between the SS leaders Heydrich, Frank,
Eichmann and others.

January 1942
5,000 Roma and Sinti from the ghetto in Lodz
are murdered in gas vans in the extermination
camp of Kulmhof. All East Prussian Sinti and
Roma families, most of them farmers with
their own farms and cattle, are deported to
the concentration camp of Bialystok and from
there to Auschwitz in 1943.

29th August 1942
Confirmation of the German military
administration in Serbia: there with the
help of gas vans, the “Jewish question and
the gypsy question have been solved”.

14th September 1942
Reich Minister of Justice Thierack minutes a
discussion with Goebbels: “Dr. Goebbels is of
the opinion that Jews and gypsies are quite
simply to be exterminated. The idea of
annihilation through work is the best.” On
18th September 1942, Thierack discussed with
Himmler and other SS-leaders the implementation of forced labour in SS-enterprises,
German armaments industry and
concentration camps.

16th December 1942
Himmler's “Auschwitz Decree” for the
deportation of 22,000 Sinti and Roma from
Europe into the section of AuschwitzBirkenau concentration camp termed the
“gypsy camp”

May 1943
Dr. Josef Mengele becomes SS camp doctor
in Auschwitz. His first action is to send
several hundreds Sinti and Roma to the gas
chambers. He continues his “research into
twins” through the killing of Jewish and
Sinti children. In other concentration
camps too, Sinti and Roma are victims of
agonizing medical experiments.

16th May 1944
The attempt by the Auschwitz camp
commandant to send the remaining 6,000
Sinti and Roma in the “gypsy camp” to the gas
chambers collapses in the face of the
resistance of the men, armed with spades,
poles and stones.

2nd August 1944
Dissolution of the “gypsy camp” in
Auschwitz-Birkenau. Of the 6,000 Sinti and
Roma still alive in July 1944, 3,000 are
deported to other concentration camps, the
other 3,000 murdered in the night of 2nd to
3rd August.

May 1945
The number of Roma and Sinti killed in
concentration camps and by
SSEinsatzgruppen by the end of the war is
estimated at half a million.
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